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UNIVERSITY CENTER EMERGES FROM THIRD-FLOOR MAKE OVER 
MISSOULA--
After nine months of hard labor, the third floor of the University Center has been reborn.
A state-of-the-art conferencing facility now exists on the top floor of The University of 
Montana’s busiest building. Formerly dark, dirty and dangerous, the student union now boasts 
bright, attractive areas designed for meetings, exhibits, films and other gatherings.
A 300-seat movie theater, seven meeting rooms and a refurbished ballroom grace the 
UC's nevv and improved third floor. The renovation brings the building to a total of 30,000 square 
feet of meeting space and 7,700 square feet of exhibition space, which management hopes will 
attract major academic and business conferences
“We can handle groups o f over 400 people,” said UC Director Gary Ratcliff. “It adds a 
new dimension to The University of Montana.”
The renovation also addressed the need to make the third floor more of a student space, 
with new lounge areas for studying and socializing. The UC’s theater will allow students to watch 
class-assigned films, second-run movies and selected sneak previews of full-length major motion 
pictures. Admission and concession stand prices will reflect student budgets.
The theater has everything a commercial cinema has -  a large screen, Dolby Surround 
Sound, 35 mm projection, cup holders -  but it’s also a lot different,” Ratcliff said. “First, we’re
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not going to be showing first-run films — except for occasional sneak previews geared toward a 
student audience — and second, we’re not going to be advertising off-campus.”
Six new meeting rooms seat up to 50 people each and an additional boardroom seats 22; 
dividers offer additional options. Most of the rooms feature expansive views of the surrounding 
campus and mountains. The 11,000-square foot ballroom — with refinished floors, a divider and 
fresh paint and draperies — is the largest in Missoula. The remodeling also improved facilities for 
catering and maintenance services.
The third floor had been closed to the public since last July, when the $3.6 million 
renovation began. Numerous safety violations plagued the space, which had seen little 
improvement since the UC’s construction in 1969. While hundreds of meetings were held in the 
old rooms, students rarely ventured above the second floor.
“The challenge for us was to make lemonade out of lemons,” Ratcliff said. “We made the 
best of the situation and now there’s a reason to go up there. We turned it into a really attractive 
place.”
A $12 student fee will cover most of the renovation financing, while the University 
administration, Dining Services and UC each pitched in one-fifth of the cost.
For booking information, call the UC Event Planning Office at 243-4114.
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